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G
eorgia is well known for 

its rich agriculture and 

continues to be a leader in 

the production of peaches, 

pecans, peanuts and poultry. Many food 

processing companies are looking to Middle 

Georgia for another “P” that is growing 

well and that is “Profits.” Over 175 food 

processing companies have invested more 

than $2.3 billion in Georgia in the last 10 

years. That’s because they can develop and 

distribute the best products for consumers 

at lower cost with the following assets: 

access to 12 major distribution centers, 

60-plus warehouses, more than 100 motor 

freight carriers and extensive rail and 

highway system, robust water infrastructure 

and Georgia’s top-ranked, no-cost workforce 

development, Georgia’s QuickStart.  

Companies such as Perdue Farms, Lane’s 

Southern Orchards, and Frito-Lay have 

continued to see growth and expansion 

adding over 2,000 new jobs in recent years. 

Peach County’s economic development 

director, B.J. Walker says, “We have seen 

a significant increase in interest from food 

processors on the west coast looking to 

either relocate or expand operations in our 

community. We believe our strategic location 

along I-75 provides the ideal 500 mile radius 

these companies are looking for to deliver 

their products from Miami FL, up into 

Central Ohio.”  In addition to the thousands 

of acres of available property along I-75, 

Middle Georgia’s population of over 400,000 

provides a strong work force without the 

congestion of larger metro areas. 

In order to prepare for the demand of 

industry growth, local communities have 

come together to form the I-75 Council. The 

council is comprised of neighboring counties, 

municipalities, and utility organizations 

that are working together to align service 

strategy and customer services for new 

and existing companies. The Director of 

Economic Development for Flint Energies, 

Mr. Jay Flesher, has been instrumental in 

establishing the I-75 council and believes, 

“The corridor along I-75 has the potential to 

be a major hub for new industry looking to 

take advantage of competitive labor, land, 

and utility costs.”  It is this vision along with 

aggressive incentives from agencies such as 

The Development Authority of Peach County 

that are attracting new industry to Middle 

Georgia. David Cleveland, the chairman of 

Peach County’s Development Authority says, 

“We understand that companies have many 

options when choosing locations to invest 

and grow, and we welcome the opportunity 

to invest our resources in true partnership to 

the benefit of company and community.” 

Peach County also understands the 

importance of maintaining relationships and 

offers support well after companies have 

located in the area. This includes the start-

up business of Genuine Georgia, owned 

by fifth generation farmers, Will McGee, 

Duke Lane III, and Kent Hoots who now 

control the marketing efforts on all peaches 

sold from the State of Georgia. Genuine 

Georgia’s marketing success has now led to 

the creation of Lee Pope Pecans. Duke Lane 

III said, “We feel like the pecan industry 

will continue to see strong growth as the 

public begins to understand the nutritional 

value of pecans. Our focus is to provide the 

highest quality, best tasting pecan varieties 

that our customers can depend on for 

consistent texture and taste.” Lee Pope 

Pecans is currently providing prepackaged 

pecans in several varieties to large retailers 

such as Kroger. C
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